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A very warm welcome to the 
Academy’s latest newsletter. 

Easter falls early this year and the 
spring term has been shorter than 
usual, nevertheless a great deal has 
happened since we returned from 
the Christmas holidays, as you will 
see from the following pages.

One of the highlights of this 
academic year was the outstanding 
production of Bugsy Malone in 
February. A tremendous amount of 
work and effort by both pupils and 
staff went into the production and 
the result was three dynamic, funny 
and highly enjoyable performances. 
Our special thanks go to Ms 
Adediran and Ms Edwards for 
producing and directing the show. 
After the great success of Grease 
last year, I hope we have now firmly 
established the tradition of a high 
quality production every year at the 
Academy. 

For Years 11 &12, the pressure is 
now on. When we return after the 
Easter holidays there are only four 
school weeks left before the public 
exams (GCSE and AS Level) begin. I 
know that the vast majority of pupils 
are working extremely hard and all 
the staff are willingly committing 
many hours to running revision and 
intervention classes. I hope that all 
pupils will take every opportunity 
they are given to improve their 
performance.

Remember, as an American general 
and statesman (Colin Powell) put it: 
“There are no secrets to success. It is 
the result of preparation, hard work 
and learning from failure”. Or, put 
more simply, “There is no elevator to 
success. You have to take the stairs.” 
The very best of luck to everyone.

Tim Clark
Principal
Skinners’ Academy
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Autumn Term Recap
Last term ended on a very hectic note. We had the Academy’s first ever carol 
service at St Olave’s Parish Church, by kind permission of the vicar of Woodberry 
Down; our annual Christmas concert in the Academy’s theatre; a visit from a 
government minister, the Rt Hon. John Hayes MP, who toured the Academy and 
met senior staff from several local schools; our usual Christmas lunch and final 
assembly and then, to end on a hilarious note, we finished term with the staff 
pantomime, Snow Ginger and the Seven Dwarves. I am sure many of our teachers 
are better in the classroom than on the stage!

Mr Clark, Principal
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Gifted & Talented 
Masterclass
On 25 February more Gifted & 
Talented masterclasses took place 
for pupils in Year 9 & 10. The aim 
of these classes is to engage, inspire 
and challenge pupils from across the 
school who have been identified as 
being gifted or talented within specific 
subject areas.

Various workshops were delivered by 
each subject including:

Art - Creating a Sculpture
Computing - BAFTA Young Gamers 
Competition 2016
Maths - UKMT Group Maths Relay 
Race
Music - Pop Challenge
Geography - Population Debate & 
TED Talk.

Mr Legge, Teacher of PE and 
Talented Co-ordinator

BBC School Report 2016
The BBC School Report 2016 at Skinners’ Academy has been a huge success. 
Our school reporters contributed some brilliant news stories which are now 
featured on the Academy website. The theme was centred around the enormous 
amount of talent we have here at Skinners’ Academy, specifically within the 
music, art and drama departments. 

Our reporters interviewed some of their peers who had recently been a part of the 
Academy’s splendid production of Bugsy Malone. They also tapped into the rich 
reservoir of the art department where they sought to find out what made art one 
of the most favoured subjects amongst pupils within the Academy. Talent was 
even discovered amongst the BBC School Report team. Reporter, Marcel, spoke 
passionately about his intense love for Fencing and how he recently recieved a 
silver medal for the competitive sport. (Read Marcel’s story on page 27)

Although the BBC School Report news day has now passed the pupils involved 
were left feeling enthusiastic and excited about their experiences and have 
decided to keep working on the various projects they started. We will continue to 
support our budding journalists!

Ms Akano and Ms Clarke, Teacher’s of English

 

This has been such an 
amazing experience; I 
am definitely going to be 
a part of the team next 
year.

Yasmin Ali, Year 7

 

I wanted to be a doctor 
but I might consider a 
career in journalism; 
I have learnt so much 
from being a part of the 
BBC School Report 
News team and it has 
been fun.

Bame Malomar, Year 10

Watch the Skinners’ Academy 
BBC School Report 2016 on the 
Academy website:
www.skinnersacademy.org.uk
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Drama & Music
Lights, Cameras...
SPLURGE!
Following on from last year’s 
Academy production of Grease, this 
year’s adaptation of Bugsy Malone 
ran from 10 – 12 February with a 
spectacular cast of pupils ranging from 
Year 7 – 11.

Set in New York, Bugsy Malone is 
loosely based on events surrounding 
the Prohibition from the early 1920s 
to 1931. The original show was 
unique due to its cast featuring only 
child actors depicting the exploits of 
real-life gangsters like Al Capone and 
Bugs Moran.  

Being in the show has 
been a huge commitment 
that I would never 
regret. I enjoyed being 
a part of the talented 
Bugsy cast and I can’t 
wait until everyone sees 
our hard work!

Briana Williams, Year 9

 

I would like to say how 
much I enjoyed seeing 
Bugsy Malone, I was 
so impressed with 
the performances of 
all the actors, singers 
and dancers. It was an 
amazing showcase for 
the many talented pupils 
we have at Skinners’. 
Well done to everyone 
involved.

Ms Carroll, Academy Nurse
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I was very nervous 
however, playing 
Tallulah has been very 
rewarding. The whole 
experience has been 
wild but I wouldn’t go 
back to change it for a 
second.

Bukky Olaide, Year 10

 

What a performance! 
Thanks for transporting 
me back to New York 
- I’ve had to remember 
each characters real 
voice, you were that 
good! I loved every 
minute of it, well done

Ms McKinstry,
Teacher of Geography & AHOY

 

Congratulations to you all for your fantastic work in 
preparation for the show. I had such fun on Thursday 
evening! Whether you were centre stage or behind 
the scenes, playing music or doing lights, what a great 
team effort. Really well done.

Duncan Piper, Associate Governor

 

I thought the whole 
show was going to be 
a mess because of me 
but I gradually became 
more confident. What a 
fabulous cast and crew!

Emily Blagrove, Year 8
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Enterprise

We Made It To Regionals...Again!
On 22 February we received the news that Skinners’ Academy had made it to the 
Regional Finals of the Mosaic Enterprise Challenge, 2016, for the second year in 
a row.

This year’s challenge began on 5 January with over 45 pupils from Year 10 
choosing to take part resulting in 10 teams from Skinners’ Academy being entered 
into the first stage of the challenge. For five weeks the teams met every Tuesday 
after school with their mentors to learn about what makes an ethical business, 
complete an ethical business case study and try to earn the most amount of 
money on the business simulation game selling items such as a laptop, a tyre and a 
diamond ring. 

Our lead mentor Brooke Greville, who has worked with Skinners’ Academy for 
four years, decided to increase the incentive he set in last year’s competition from 
£300 to £500 to encourage the pupils to make the highest NET profit.

After a nail-biting last week of the competition with the highest score shifting 
daily between our top two teams, the winning team were finally announced 
as LSATeam3 with a final NET profit of £8,180,919, the highest NET profit 
achieved by any London school. This team was composed of Aren Caton Yener, 
Bukky Olaide, Selen Sucu and Olivia Weston.

Not only did LSATeam3 win the £500 prize money introduced by Brooke 
but they also be welcomed one of their former rivals Miles Broomfield from 
LSATeam6 to join their team to compete together at the Regional Finals which 
were held on 16 March at Ernst & Young LLP, Canary Wharf.

The newly named team ‘Co-Ethics’ were asked to come up with a social 
enterprise business idea which they had to present in a three minute pitch to a 
Dragons Den style panel of judges. They were pit against four other London 
based secondary schools. Co-Ethics preformed extremely well at the finals and 
were awarded third place for their idea to produce a membership card that offers 
discounts with ethical retail partners.

Thank you to our mentors Zoe Fiddes, Brooke Greville, John Hales, Eddie Mir 
and Lookman Rawat for all the support and advice they have given our pupils 
throughout the competition and well done to Co-Ethics!

Miss Dalia,
Communications & Student Support Officer and 
Business & Community Links Administrator

 

The Mosaic Enterprise 
Challenge gave us a 
chance to consider every 
little thing that has an 
impact on a business 
and experience the 
challenges entrepreneurs 
face everyday.

Aren Caton Yener, Year 10

 

This competition makes 
everyone determined 
to do well. The most 
difficult activity is 
coming up with a 
scalable and feasible 
business idea, this took 
a long time as it required 
lateral thinking and 
innovation.

Selen Sucu, Year 10

If you are interested in knowing 
more about the Co-Ethics business 
idea, please visit the Academy 
website:

www.skinnersacademy.org.uk
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iRoundUp Rub Shoulders With Royalty
Team iRoundUp were invited to represent Mosaic at the Business in the 
Community’s AGM and Leadership Network held at the Troxy, a beautifully 
refurbished art deco theatre in East London.

What the team didn’t know was that there was a very special guest at the 
event, HRH Prince Charles. Prince Charles was amongst 500 guests including 
representatives from social enterprises in the UK together with CEOs from 
companies driving responsible business in the UK to attend the Business in the 
Community Leadership Network event.

The team talked directly to CEOs and industry professionals from businesses such 
as Jaguar, Land Rover and RBS so they could gain insight into what it takes to run 
a successful business.

iRoundUp were part of a small group selected to meet Prince Charles and escort 
him out of the building. Matthew Daniel, Year 11, provided HRH with a hand 
signed copy of their ‘official letter’ which iRoundUp had been distributing to 
businesses at the event to encourage them to release some of their staff for a few 
hours a week to act as mentors for the various programmes run by Mosaic.

Elif Sucu, Year 11, shared a lengthy conversation with Prince Charles where she 
explained the team’s winning idea from last year’s Mosaic Enterprise Challenge 
that allows pupils to donate spare change to a nominated charity from the 
electronic currency stored on their ParentPay school identity cards.

Prince Charles was very pleased to hear that the social enterprise, with 
ParentPay’s help, is now in the early stages of professional production with hopes 
to be launched at the end of 2016.

Miss Dalia, 
Communications & Student Support Officer and
Business & Community Links Administrator

If you are interested in reading 
iRoundUp’s official letter to 
business owners it can be found 
here: 
http://www.mosaicnetwork.co.uk/
an-open-letter-to-uk-business-
leaders-from-skinners-academy-
students

 

I spoke with Prince 
Charles about the type 
of work Mosaic does 
and how it benifits our 
future. I was happy 
that he knew about our 
business idea and was 
excited to see it’s launch.

Matthew Daniel, Year 11

 

Meeting Prince Charles was an unforgettable 
experience. The event also gave me the opportunity to 
be mentored by a close colleague of Shabir Randeree, 
Mosaic Chairman

Elif Sucu, Year 11
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Disneyland Paris
iRoundUp joined pupils from Miss Morgan’s GCSE Health & Social Care 
classes on a fabulous trip to Disneyland Paris during the February half term. The 
trip included a two night stay at Disneyland’s Old Wild Western themed Hotel 
Cheyenne and access to both Disneyland Park and Walt Disney Studios Park.

iRoundUp enjoyed a full day on the rides and a few members of the team even 
braved the park’s most well-known ride Space Mountain: Mission 2 for a second 
time. The pupils were launched by a 36-metre high cannon into a fast paced 
rollercoaster ride with several loops, hundreds of flashing lights and images of the 
solar system.

We also managed to catch ‘Disney Magic on Parade’ while we were just about 
to leave the park. The parade included lively music, bright costumes and vibrant 
floats which showcased a range of popular Disney characters from Mickey & 
Minnie Mouse to Princess Elsa from Frozen. 

Finally we hopped on a double decker metro train to squeeze in a quick and very 
cold visit to the Eiffel Tower to bask in its night time glory before heading back to 
our hotel to enjoy our final night in Disneyland.

We would like to give a special thanks to Ms Morgan and her Health & Social 
Care pupils for allowing us to join them on this trip.

Miss Dalia,
Communications & Student Support Officer and 
Business & Community Links Administrator

 

We really enjoyed 
ourselves in Paris. The 
best part for me was 
visiting the Eiffel Tower 
in the evening so we 
could see how beautiful 
it looked at night. 

Daisie Spiteri, Year 11

 

The Disneyland trip was 
amazing! We got to see 
the parade with all the 
popular characters and 
had lots of fun in both 
parks. We completely 
ignored how cold it was.

Agnieszka Rudnik, Year 11



Skinners’ Academy Newsletter March 2016

Health & Social Care
 

It was a great 
opportunity to bond 
with people I didin’t 
really know and get to 
know even more about 
health & social care. I 
really enjoyed myself 
and would love to go 
back.

Paulina Andrychowska, Year 10

 

Disneyland was 
adventurous and a very 
nice place. I would 
love to go back and 
experience the thrilling 
rides with friends again. 
Thanks Miss Morgan!

Neriesha Chambers, Year 10

Health & Social Care at Disneyland Paris
On 15 February, 27 health and social care pupils from Year 10 & 11 embarked on 
a magical adventure to Disneyland Paris. We arrived at school in the early hours 
of the morning and were transported to Dover by coach where their ferry awaited 
them. Once on the ferry the pupils were met with the wonderful delights of duty 
free and the rich scent of Starbucks coffee in the air mixed with the aroma’s from 
the canteen on the top deck.

We arrived in Calais at 3.00pm and got settled back on our coach. After a 
few hours of horrendous singing on the coach; mainly by the Year 10 girls, we 
arrived at the park and got ourselves settled in our rooms for the next part of the 
adventure… DINNER TIME!!!

Day two arrived, and breakfast was served promptly. After we ate the pupils 
attended the first of three seminars where they watched a video which identified 
the different ways the theme park assisted individuals with disabilities in accessing 
all rides and facilities. Once the seminar ended, we entered the Disneyland Park…
well you could just smell the magic in the air! The day was so good it’s a blur.

We arrived home safe and sound, vowing to dedicate the next few days of our lives 
to watching every Disney film made in remembrance of our wonderful, magical 
adventure. 

On behalf of all staff who chaperoned, a huge well done to all the pupils who 
attended the trip. You were an asset to your parents, yourselves and the Academy 
and I was extremely proud. Study Experience (the tour operator) said you were 
the best group they have had in years and hope to see us back again next year... so 
on that note, until next year Paris

Miss Morgan, Head of Health & Social Care
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Sixth Form

Visit to Pembroke College, Oxford
On 3 February, Tabassum and I attended a study day at Pembroke College, 
Oxford University as part of an ongoing university extension humanities 
programme linked with BSix College, Hackney.

The programme is called the ‘Enlightenment and Romanticism’ course which 
aims to not only teach us about the Enlightenment era, but more importantly, how 
to become an undergraduate university student. 

We will be attending six seminars held at Citibank in Canary Wharf and 
as preparation we were given a very dense course reader which we have to 
comprehend and make a judgement about what we read before our next session. 
This kind of independent study is very alien to us however we’re very grateful to 
have the opportunity to experience it two years before everyone else.

I would definitely recommend this programme to anyone who is interested in 
humanities as it is the best possible preparation for a very demanding university 
life hosted by one of the best universities in the world.

Esin Akdogan, Year 12 (Head Girl)

‘Your world, your voice’ Debate
On 9 February, the A Level History class attended a debate called ‘Your world, 
your voice’ held at SOAS (School of Oriental and African Studies). The debate 
topic focused on how European Union Countries can best protect and assist 
refugees in their region of origin as opposed to allowing them entry into the 
European Union. 

On the SOAS trip, we took a tour around the university to get a sense of what 
university life is like. During the main session we discussed and debated the topic 
of letting Syrian refugees into Britain. I was able to learn valuable debating skills 
and also how to take an opposition’s argument into consideration. 

Tosin Ajibade, Year 12

Work Experience at 
Pinsent Masons
Congratulations to our Deputy 
Head Girl, Tabassum Nusibhya for 
securing a week’s work experience 
with leading international law firm, 
Pinsent Masons. Tabassum will spend 
the week working closely with lawyers 
in the commercial sector which will 
give her invaluable insight into the 
everyday working life of a lawyer in 
the City.

Ms Humphreys,
Post 16 Student Support Officer

PSHE Challenge - 
Food Bank
The Year 12 students collected 
donations for the Hackney Food Bank 
in Stoke Newington as part of their 
PSHE enterprise programme.  

Students organised personal donations 
from their peers, members of staff and 
also donations from local businesses.

In total, the students collected 100 kg 
of food - the equivalent of 133 meals 
for local people in need.

Ms Potter,
Head of Business Studies &
2iC Sixth Form
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Barclays Life Skills – Interview Skills 
workshop
On 20 January, the Year 12 cohort took part in an interview skills workshop with 
professional volunteers from Barclays Life Skills.

During the session, the students were encouraged to discuss interview ‘do’s and 
‘don’ts’ and discovered what attributes make an impressive interviewee. The 
students ended the workshop by delivering a presentation on a topic of their 
choice, using the skills they had been taught by the mentors.

With 673,040 UCAS applicants in 2015, the Barclays Life Skills workshop helped 
our Year 12s learn how to stand out from the crowd which will be invaluable 
knowledge for their upcoming university applications and work interviews.

Ms Humphreys, Post 16 Student Support Officer

Lloyd’s Scholars’ 
Spring School
During the half term, Polina and 
I took part in the Lloyd Scholars’ 
Spring School hosted by UCL. The 
aim of the Spring School was to give 
students the opportunity to find out 
what studying at a Russell group 
university is like by participating in 
a number of academic sessions. In 
addition, the Spring School informed 
us about the Lloyd Scholars’ Scheme 
and how university students can take 
part in the programme.

As a result of taking part, I am 
now keen to be involved in the 
finance sector and read a degree in 
Philosophy, Politics and Economics. 

Melisa Akcadag, Year 12

Queen Mary University Engineering Spring 
School
Over the half term two Year 12 students, Murat Apat and Serdar Karakus 
attended the prestigious Engineering Spring School at Queen Mary, University of 
London.

At the Spring School, the students worked closely with current undergraduates 
learning about four branches of the engineering sector: Medical, Electrical, Civil 
and Mechanical.

Throughout the course of the Spring School, the students worked on group 
projects, conducted experiments, carried out research and were able to experience 
university life in general.

Ms Humphreys, Post 16 Student Support Officer

 

The Barclay Life Skills workshop was really 
insightful and intriguing, it made me aware of the 
opportunities that are available in banking. It also 
taught me how to prepare and make the most of an 
interview.

Adam Akinlade, Year 12

 

To be perfectly honest, 
it was one of the greatest 
experiences I’ve been 
through that will help 
contribute towards my 
future goal of becoming 
a fully-fledged aerospace 
engineer. Queen Mary’s 
Engineering facilities 
were exceptional & 
on top of it all, it gave 
me an enlightened and 
distinct gaze into how 
life will be after school.

Murat Apat, Year 12
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Focus: International Women’s Day

Raising Awareness of Gender Inequality
On 8 March, Skinners’ Academy marked International Women’s Day through a 
range of assemblies and workshops delivered by in-class speakers.

Year 8 took part in a special assembly led by Mr Martin Buck, Head of Secondary 
Schools at Hackney Learning Trust. The theme of the assembly was ‘Can a man 
be a feminist?’ which gave our pupils much food for thought and challenged our 
pupils to articulate their own views on the issue. His powerful message was that it 
is the responsibility of every single one of us to end gender inequality. 

The assembly was followed by workshops led by inspirational women from a range 
of backgrounds including PC Hayley Keys - a schools officer working in Hackney; 
Amy Monica Garrett who plays international standard rugby for Wales; and 
Matilda Ibini - a very exciting new writer who has been identified as one to watch 
by her BAFTA sponsors. Her writing focuses closely on issues of equality; be 
that of race, gender or disability. She is dedicated to exploring and understanding 
human relationships and what affects them.

Whilst we celebrated a range of female achievement, the morning gave the 
Academy an opportunity to reflect on challenges that still face young girls and 
women across the globe.

Year 8 pupils took part in a presentation delivered by Leethen Bartholomew from 
the Hackney Children’s Social Care Service which focused on Female Genital 
Mutilation (FGM).

Year 8, 9 & 10 pupils took part in an assembly delivered by Anita Prem who spoke 
about her work with the Freedom Charity to bring awareness, help and support 
with regards to forced marriage and dishonour based violence. It is positive to see 
so many of our young people now reading her book, “But It’s Not Fair”, which 
teaches young people practical ways in which they can support each other.

Mrs Jaffer, Senior Vice Principal and Ms Hakes, Teacher of English & HOY 8

 

I can’t believe the 
difference in pay 
between men and 
women in professional 
football. I’m really 
passionate about seeing 
change in the sport I 
captain.

Summer Gayle, Year 8

 

The pupils I met 
were friendly and 
enthusiastic. For them 
to create and perform 
their own original short 
scenes was a pleasure to 
watch! 

Summer Gayle, Year 8
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Ms Kurtuldu visits 
No.10
On 8 March Ms Kurtuldu was 
invited to attend the Prime Ministers 
International Women’s day reception 
held at No 10 Downing Street.

Ms Kurtuldu has been an ambassador 
for Freedom Charity where she has 
been raising awareness about forced 
marriages.

10 Facts: International Women’s Day
  1. In January 2015, only 17% of government ministers globally were women.
  2. Around the world, women are paid less than men, in most countries earning on average 60%-75% of men’s wages.
  3. Over a third of women have experienced physical/sexual violence by a partner and/or sexual violence by a non-partner in 
      their lifetime.
  4. An EU survey showed that 34% of women with a health problem or disability had experienced violence by a partner in 
      their lifetime, compared to 19% per cent of women without a health problem or disability.
  5. According to UN Women, in conflict and post-conflict countries, maternal mortality is on average 2.5 times higher.
  6. Women are more likely than men to work in informal employment. In South Asia, over 80% of women in non-agricultural  
      jobs are in informal employment. In sub-Saharan Africa, the figure is 74%, and in Latin America and the Caribbean, it is 
      54%.
  7. Of 585 peace agreements from 1990 to 2010, only 92 contained any reference to women.
  8. Women bear disproportionate caring responsibility for children, the elderly and the sick, spending as much as ten times 
      more time a day on unpaid care work than men, according to the World Bank.
  9. Women’s participation increases the probability of peace agreements lasting at least two years by 20%. It also increases 
       the probability of a peace agreement lasting 15 years by 35%, according to UN Women.
10. Girls who complete primary and secondary education are likely to earn income, have fewer unwanted pregnancies and 
       break the cycle of poverty.

Published on 8 March 2016 (http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/international-womens-day-2016)

 

It was an amazing 
experience visiting No. 
10 and meeting the 
Prime Minister.

Ms Kurtuldu, Teacher of Business 
Studies & AHOY 9
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Learning Resource Centre (LRC)
World Book Day
On 3 March, Skinners’ Academy celebrated World Book Day by hosting a range 
of activities, from competitions to author visits. Year 7 pupils were even given a 
free book to celebrate World Book Day.

Ms Phillips, Librarian

Activity 1: Casual Dress Day
Year 7 had a casual dress day and were tasked with turning their clothing into 
literary works of art. After developing their own poetry, they wrote their work 
on their t-shirts, adding illustrations and artistic touches. They then wore their 
t-shirts around the Academy, creating a walking poetry library.

Activity 2: Author 
Visit from Anne 
Cassidy
Year 8 & 9 pupils were lucky enough 
to have a visit from Anne Cassidy. 

Anne Cassidy is an author of more 
than 40 novels, including the award 
winning Looking For JJ. Anne 
spoke about writing crime fiction for 
teenagers and the difficulties of getting 
published.

She later signed books for pupils 
and answered their questions about 
writing. 

 

I like that we wrote 
about ourselves. Putting 
our words on t-shirts 
was a lot of fun and 
allowed us to express our 
thoughts to everyone.

D’Angelo Kombo ,Year 7

 

I really enjoyed the author visit. It gave me more ideas 
as a writer.

Lauren Phillips, Year 8
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Activity 3: Literary Treasure Hunt
Year 7 also participated in a literary Treasure Hunt, which involved teachers 
wearing stickers with book titles on them which pupils then had to find and list.

Congratulations to the following pupils who found more than 40 titles:
Tajala Ali
Kevin Leite
Maksims Lobanovs
Katie Spicer

Literacy Inspired 
Staff Dress-Up
Staff showed their enthusiasm for 
reading by dressing up as their 
favourite book characters during 
World Book Day. The chose 
characters from popular books 
includeding Phantom of the Opera, 
Nursery Rhymes (Three Blind Mice), 
Matilda, Princess Diaries and many 
more.

 

I liked that the staff were 
involved and got dressed 
up as book characters. 
It made the day a lot of 
fun.

Suleyman Mukhtar, Year 9

Activity 4: Scratch 
Night
The LRC was closed after school 
for a World Book Day related 
Scratch Night. Pupils from all years 
came together to recite and present 
examples of their creativity. Whilst 
enjoying some chocolates, pupils were 
able to exhibit their drawings, poems 
and stories, read their work aloud. 

The evening ended with pupils being 
encouraged to ask questions and 
provide comments to eachother in a 
safe and encouraging atmosphere.

 

I enjoyed the World 
Book Day inspired 
Scratch Night a lot. It 
helped people to become 
more confident in their 
writing ability and take 
pride in their work. I 
can’t wait for the next 
Scatch Night.

Stanley O’Rourke, Year 10
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Science

Inaugural Science Fair
15 March 2016, saw the first of many Science Fair’s at Skinners’ Academy. The 
fair consisted of a range of activities held throughout the week in recognition of 
British Science Week. 

Pupils were invited to propose their own experiments and demonstrations to 
present to the judging panel made up of parents and science teachers. 21 team’s 
of pupils entered the fair displaying things from a simulated tsunami to combining 
fizzy drinks and indigestion tablets to create an erupting volcano. 

Pupils were given four weeks to prepare oral, practical and written presentations 
on their given project utilising the Enterprise Skills taught at the Academy. 

Considering this was an extra-curricular activity, we were overwhelmed by the 
number of applicants and the quality of the work presented on the day. Prizes for 
the winning projects will be announced at a later date. 

Parents, pupils and staff are looking forward to next year’s Science Fair at 
Skinners’ Academy.

Mr Marson, Mr Tuton, Mr Betts, Ms Graizevsky and Ms Bleach
Science Department
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Mathematics
UKMT Intermediate Math Challenge
4 February saw pupils from Year 9, 10 & 11 take part in the UKMT Intermediate 
Math Challenge. The UKMT organises national mathematics competitions and 
other mathematical enrichment activities for 11-18 year old pupils from schools 
around the UK. 

The Intermediate Challenge involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in 
one hour. The top 40% of pupils nationally will receive a gold, silver or bronze 
certificate in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives a ‘Best in School’ 
certificate. Around 500 of the highest scorers in each school year are invited to 
take part in the Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad papers: Cayley, Hamilton 
and Maclaurin for Year 9, 10 & 11 and equivalent. A further 5,500 pupils from 
across all three year groups are invited to sit either the grey or pink European 
Kangaroo papers. These are one-hour papers with 25 multiple choice questions, 
taken by pupils from over 30 countries worldwide.

Malek Busari (Year 11) achieved a Gold certificate and has qualified for the pink 
Kangaroo round of the competition. The table opposite shows all the pupils who 
recieved a certificate.

Ms Akhter, Teacher of Mathematics

Congratulations to the 
following pupils whose 

achievements were 
recognised.

G
ol

d Year 11

Malek Busari

S
ilv

er

Year 11

Rayyan Bawazir
Soulaiman Osei-Bonsu

Year 10

Mikolaj Krus
Emer Sheffield

Year 9

Gabriel Bastos-Pereira

B
ro

nz
e

Year 11

Jessica Dervishi
Emeka Ejimadu

Berfin Kama
Mustafa Kulekci
Derek Nguyen

Elif Sucu
Yvana Tuladhar Lorenzo

Year 10

Adil Hussain
Rose Pepperday
Giorgi Pichkhaia

Shafiqa Raufi
Selen Sucu

Sude Yilmaz

Year 9

Samuel Boyer
Yusra Shohid

 

I really enjoyed the 
Working in the City 
Workshop at Cass 
Business School. I got to 
learn how trading works 
and  also got to see what 
it is like to buy and 
sell stocks on the stock 
exchange as a business.

Conrad Bernard, Year 12

Business Studies

Working in the City Workshop
The Year 12 BTEC Business students attended a Working in the City Workshop 
run by The Brokerage Citylink. The students visited Cass Business School where 
they were given an insight into employability skills and had the opportunity to 
experience the life of a trader on the Stock Exchange. Throughout the session 
the students met Alumni members of Cass Business School who shared their 
experiences of university and their working life in the city. 

Ms Ahmet, Teacher of Business Studies
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Art & Design
Corpus Christi Art 
Project
In art & design we have assembled 
a team of pupils to take part in the 
Corpus Christi Art Project. The 
project involves creating some ideas 
for cockerel puppets to be used at 
the Corpus Christi celebrations at 
Skinners’ Hall later this year.

On 17 March the teams from all the 
Skinners’ schools will come together 
to create their puppets.

Our design team has created a piece 
based on the theme of servitude and 
have been inspired by Picasso’s view 
of women in his life.

We look forward to making our 
puppets with a professional puppet 
maker and taking part in the festival.

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design

Sixth Form Art Exhibition
This term saw the first ever sixth form exhibition of art work. This work 
represents the students’ efforts since the start of the course and the standard of 
work was very high. 

The students created business cards and have begun the journey of self-
promotion. Some of the work has been requested by staff to buy and once the 
students have completed the course they will pursue some of these potential sales.

Their work is now beginning to be exhibited around the Academy. One of the 
main pieces will be Tracy’s 6ft square canvas painting of a homeless man. 

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design

 

It was a really good experience to work as a collective 
in delivering our first art exhibition to a new audience. 
We were all apprehensive to begin with but now we 
have exhibited as sixth formers we feel very confident 
about our future exhibitions. We are now working 
towards solo exhibitions in the 2016/17 autumn term.

Kamran Rzazada, Year 12
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UK/RAINE – Saatchi Gallery
On 9 December, Year 10 art & design pupils visited the UK/RAINE exhibition at 
the Saatchi Gallery. 

UK/RAINE is the first ever open competition for all emerging artists from the UK 
and Ukraine who are between the ages of 18-35. With a £75,000 prize, the aim 
of the competition is to find and support the most imaginative and talented young 
artists, including students on BA and MA courses who live and work in the UK or 
Ukraine, or were born in either country.

Our Year 10 pupils took part in a tour and workshop focusing on key parts of the 
UK/RAINE exhibition. They then spent a short time creating and presenting a 
piece based on the work of sculptor Rebecca Molloy.   

Mr Barton, Teacher of Art & Design

Tintin Exhibition & the Courtauld Collection
This term a group of Year 10 art & design pupils visited the Tintin exhibition as 
part of their work looking at narrative in art work. The pupils were surprised to 
see the development of Hergé’s characters through many years of developmental 
sketches. 

Pupils are often faced with only the final finished outcome and this experience 
helped to provide them ideas for the development of their own work. Visiting the 
Courtauld Collection was a very different experience, with the work spanning 
centuries from different cultures. The collection is one of London’s finest and the 
pupils all found something to inspire greater quality in their own work.

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design

 

The Courtauld buildings 
were amazing, and then 
the work inside was very 
special. Now I know 
viewing the collection is 
free for under 18’s, I will 
go back to see it again.  

Selver Toygun, Year 10

Modular Garden
Some of our Gifted and Talented art & design pupils have started an exciting 
new project working alongside an organisation called STORE. STORE is an 
association of artists, architects and designers who aim to facilitate and drive local 
change within the urban environment. 

Our pupils are going to be taking part in a workshop to design and build a seating 
area with a concrete module trellis structure encompassing it. The workshop 
will explore concrete casting and silicone mould-making to develop a series of 
interconnecting nodes that can be built up into a climbing wall for plants. Even for 
the professional designers and makers involved, this is a new and untried method 
of working.

We hope the outcomes will wow everyone who comes to view the piece. 

Mr Devlin, Head of Art & Design
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Design & Technology

Krispy Kreme
The Year 9 Resistant Materials class took a trip to Krispy Kreme to see how 
they batch produce their doughnuts. Pupils were given a tour of Krispy Kreme 
and shown all the different stages of the production process and were given the 
opportunity to make their own doughnuts. 

This trip was the start of a new project relating to factory production and 
packaging and was an excellent introduction to computer aided manufacturing 
and production techniques. 

Mr Williams, Teacher of Design & Technology

Easter Cake 
Designing
This term Year 9 Food Technology 
pupils have been introduced to the art 
of food design by creating their own 
novelty cakes. 

Pupils were all given the theme of 
Easter and had to follow the design 
process used within the food industry 
to come up with suitable designs. 

Pupils have worked really hard doing 
primary and secondary research to 
find out what their target audience 
likes and dislikes, where to source the 
cheapest ingredients and what themes 
link to Easter. 

Pupils have learnt how to make a 
range of different cakes, how to shape 
them and what cooking techniques 
yield the best cake. 

The results have been outstanding and 
I would like to say a BIG well done to 
all the pupils. Two pupils from each 
class will be selected as overall winners 
so look out for their names in the next 
newsletter. 

Ms Greco-Addo,
Head of Design & Technology

 

This project has helped me further develop my skills 
and I really enjoy making and decorating cakes. I 
hope I have a chance of winning the competition as I 
have tried really hard. 

Yusra Shohid, Year 9

 

On the trip to Krispy 
Kreme we learned how 
all of the machines 
work and how each of 
them contribute to the 
making of doughnuts. 
It was really interesting 
to see all the different 
processes needed to 
create a product. I even 
got to design and make 
my own doughnut.

Kyce Grant, Year 9
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Night Light Project
The Year 9 Resistant Materials class 
have been given a brief to create 
a night light made entirely out of 
recycled materials which is both fun 
and practical. The project covers 
designing, the use of hand and 
machine tools and electronics. Each 
light is made of a glass jar and scrap 
pieces of MDF which were discarded 
when making previous projects.

The designs are carefully thought out 
to be suitable for the target user and I 
think the pupils have produced some 
excellent products. Well done. 

Mr Williams,
Teacher of Design & Technology

Year 10 Cooking
The Food Technology GCSE pupils have begun to make their practical pieces 
as part of their coursework. The theme given to them by the exam board was 
‘Celebrations from different cultures’. All pupils have done extremely well, they 
have worked independently and their skills are developing week by week. Take a 
look above for a few examples of their work so far. 

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & Technology

Year 11 Textiles
Year 11 pupils have been working really hard this term on their Textiles final 
pieces. Each pupil was given the following theme; “A popular high street store has 
commissioned you to design and make an original textile product inspired by the 
colours, spirit, and pattern associated with one of the following cultures: African, 
Australian, Asian and South American.”

The outcome from the pupils has been very good and they have shown real 
creativity in their designs and worked very well considering they had minimum 
help from the classroom teacher. Above are a few examples of the textiles garments 
produced. 

The design & technology department would like to wish the textiles pupils every 
success in their GCSEs.

Ms Greco-Addo, Head of Design & Technology

 

Textiles is one of the best creative subjects. Thank 
you to all of the teachers who have helped me to 
broaden my technical and practical skills in the 
subject.

Hilal Salli, Year 11

 

I have become extremely 
confident in food tech 
and feel that I can make 
a variety of dishes well 
and independently. My 
favourite dish so far has 
been my Graduation 
cakes which I made from 
scratch, including the 
chocolate moulds.

Kapryce Ellis, Year 10
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Religious Studies (RS)
Natural History Museum
Our long awaited trip to the Natural History Museum finally took place on 23 
February. We were able to explore a variety of exciting exhibitions on offer at 
the museum. By far, my favourite part of the trip was the section dedicated to 
astronomy (space) as we were able to find out about how scientists believe our 
solar system was formed.

The ‘From Beginning Gallery’ allowed us to go on a journey through time, from 
the Big Bang to where we are at present and we learnt about the variety of life 
that has lived on our planet. We were able to investigate why some people accept 
the origin of species theory as an explanation of how humans came into existence. 
This helped us to understand the deeper philosophical arguments about the 
creation of the universe and we were able to apply the learning to our religious 
studies lessons. The evolution and Big Bang theory are intensely debated within 
religious arguments for the existence of the universe. It is an aspect that I look 
forward to learning about next year when I start my RS GCSE. 

I would have stayed at the museum all day if I was allowed to do so, as they had 
so much to offer. I would highly recommend paying a visit to the Natural History 
Museum because not only is it a place of education, it’s a place of fun too!

Abubeker Hashim, Year 8

Geography
Fairtrade Fortnight
This half term the Geography department ran their third Fairtrade fortnight event. 
Through assemblies led by myself and Ms Jackson the pupils learned about the 
work the Fairtrade foundation have been doing over the last 21 years. 

This year the charity that Skinners’ Academy are raising money for is ‘Children in 
Crisis’ which fund education projects across the developing world.  

We had a great response to our chocolate shop recruitment drive. Pupils had the 
opportunity to interview for the position and really impressed their boss (me, 
Mr Lyons) with their answers. The chocolate shop ran over two consecutive 
lunchtimes and the crowds were huge and encouraging. Who knew chocolate 
was so popular! Our second fairtrade fortnight poster competition brought out the 
artistic talents of our pupils and it will be a tough job to pick a winner. 

Many thanks to all those pupils and staff who helped in so many different ways.

Mr Lyons, Teacher of Geography
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Both the Year 7 & 8 Nurture groups attended swimming 
lessons every Wednesday at King’s Hall Leisure Centre. 
They followed the ‘Better Start Swim Programme’ 
sponsored by Better Kellogg’s Swim Active and were 
assessed in February. The pupils did so well that they were 
given the opportunity to complete a life savers course also 
sponsored by Kellogg’s.

The life savers course involved the pupils learning how to 
tread water, keep warm, call for help and identify objects 
good for floating. After each session one pupil from the 
group was nominated the ‘star swimmer’ of the week and 
presented with a special swimming badge.

Building upon this success, the pupils have been asked 
to enter a swimming relay race to help raise money for 
Sport Relief. News on the outcome will be reported in the 
Summer Term’s newsletter.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ms. Tarnoczi 
and Jonny and Kris from King’s Hall who helped deliver 
these fantastic sessions.

Ms Cotgrave, 2iC SENCO

Unit Award Scheme
This academic year Skinners’ Academy is pleased to offer the AQA Unit Award 
Scheme.

The scheme is delivered by the SEN department and targets pupils who benefit 
from more kinaesthetic teaching styles. It allows the pupils to build up a portfolio 
that showcases their strengths and acts as evidence to support their college 
applications.

The scheme is strongly linked to the Academy’s Enterprise ethos and at the end 
of the Autumn Term the pupils involved managed their own craft stall selling their 
hand made products to customers at the Christmas concert. They were in charge 
of designing and making their crafts, pricing and product research and managing 
the stallon the day. They even visited Christmas stalls at Winter Wonderland in 
Hyde Park to get some ideas of how to present their crafts, making them attractive 
for potential customers.

I’m pleased to announce that the pupils sold all of their products (some stock went 
after only ten minutes of opening) and raised £100. The pupils donated the funds 
to Great Ormond Street Hospital Children’s Charity in support of one of their 
peers who attends there.

I would like to thank Ms. Graziani and all the parents and members of staff for 
their support during this project.

Ms Cotgrave, 2iC SENCO

 

The felt bags filled 
with Christmas sweets 
were our biggest seller. 
I think this is because 
we made the perfect gift 
for people who really 
love sweets. Also, you 
can  re-use the bag every 
year making it good for 
the environment.

Abdul Halim Ibrahim, Year 9

The Nurture team are proud to announce the 
following achievements for:

Level 1 Personal Survival Award.
Abraham Bakayoko Stage 2

Curtis Bendo Stage 6 & 25 metres

Botan Bozoglan Stage 2 & 5 metres

Azad Cakmakyurdu Stage 1

Berkay Cokgezici Stage 2 & 5 metres

Kirkney Lee Martin Stage 10 & 300 metres

Maksims Lobanovs Stage 10 & 500 metres

David Rodriguez Santana Stage 10 & 400 metres

David Santos Paulino Stage 4 & 12.5 metres

Katie Spicer Stage 6 & 25 metres

Nurture Group

Dive in with Nurture - ‘A Splashing Time’
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Student Services

Young Champion
On 24 February, Year 11 pupils attended an assembly delivered by YoungMinds 
and Time to Change about mental health. 

YoungMinds is the UK’s leading charity committed to improving the emotional 
wellbeing and mental health of children and young people.

Time to Change started as a mental health anti-stigma programme run by the 
charities Mind and Rethink Mental Illness, with funding from the Department 
of Health, Comic Relief and the Big Lottery Fund. The Time to Change 
website now describes the project as “a social movement made up of hundreds of 
thousands of individuals and organisations across England, who are all doing their 
bit to change the way the nation thinks and acts when it comes to mental health.” 

The assembly looked at how we can all work together to support our own mental 
health and that of others. It also discussed how we can get involved with stamping 
out the stigma and discrimination that is sadly faced by so many people who 
experience mental health problems.

One of the facilitators of the assembly was a Time to Change Young Champion 
who inspired pupils by sharing her own experience of living with a mental health 
issue. She talked about the difficulties she had faced as a result of having Bipolar 
Disorder but how, with the right support, she was now studying at university and 
able to live a full life. 

One in ten young people experience mental health problems and many of those 
face stigma and discrimination as a result. Remember:

• We all have mental health, the same as we have physical health
• Our mental health is the way we think, feel and behave
• Having a mental health problem is hard enough but sometimes the isolation 
  and stigma can make it even worse
• You don’t need to be an expert to talk about mental health
• Talking about mental health doesn’t need to be difficult and can make a big
  difference

Ms Windebank, Student Support Officer & Therapist

For more information please go to:
www.time-to-change.org.uk
www.youngminds.org.uk

 

I found the presentation 
very helpful. It 
highlighted the fact 
that we are not alone 
and that there are a 
lot of people out there 
who we can talk to and 
are willing to help us 
through our struggles. 
I also thought that the 
suggestion to write 
your own Time to 
Change blog of personal 
experiences was a great 
idea, as it could be 
therapeutic for many 
young people including 
myself. Overall it was 
inspiring and it’s lovely 
that people are standing 
up for mental health and 
becoming more open to 
the subject. 

Adelina Kalanyos, Year 11
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Mindkit
On 3 February a group of Year 12 students took part in a Mindkit workshop 
delivered by visitors from City & Hackney Mind. 

Mind is the mental health charity who provide help and support to anyone 
experiencing a mental health problem. An important part of their work is also 
campaigning to improve services, raise awareness and promote understanding. 
Mind have a network of more than 140 local Minds who offer specialised support 
based on the needs of the communities they help.

City & Hackney Mind is our local Mind, which provides services to support the 
wellbeing, resilience and recovery of people in the area. They provide advocacy, 
for example supporting young people in police custody, wellbeing activities like 
mindfulness, talking therapies, education and support in the workplace.

Mindkit is an interactive Wellbeing and Resilience Session. It taught the students 
about evidenced-based approaches to look after their mental wellbeing and boost 
their resilience, which can improve their ability to cope with life’s challenges, their 
self-confidence and academic performance. 

The workshop introduced the students to two approaches to support their 
wellbeing: The Five Ways to Wellbeing and Mindful Living. They were given the 
opportunity to try out some activities from these approaches.

Mindful Living incorporates Mindfulness, which is about focussing your attention 
on the present moment. This can involve; guided meditation, breathing techniques 
and/or other mind focussing activities. Being mindful can ease worry and improve 
mood. 

Ms Windebank, Student Support Officer & Therapist

 

It was really useful to 
learn how to support 
people with their mental 
health and help them 
cope with mental health 
issues.

Leah Lawrence, Year 12

 

It was very interesting 
to learn how to relax 
the mind with helpful 
advice.

Larissa Dang, Year 12

For more information please see Ms Windebank in room S20 or go to:
www.mind.org.uk
www.cityandhackneymind.org.uk
www.mindkit.org.uk

The Five Ways to Wellbeing came 
out of research commissioned by 
the Government which showed that 
there are five things which everyone 
can do to boost wellbeing: 

There is more information at: www.
neweconomics.org/publications/
entry/five-ways-to-well-being-the-
evidence.
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Physical Education (PE)

Inter-house News
It’s been a big term for Inter-house competition in PE. The house scores are 
looking tight for the top spot so the title is all to play for!

A highlight of this term included Arsenal coaches leading and delivering skill 
sessions, tournaments and handing out prizes/medals.

Here is the inter-house points table as it stands:

Next term, the PE department will be hosting a whole year group inter-house 
competition for Years 7-10, organised by the House Captains. Watch this space 
and speak to your house captain for more information.

House Captains

Yr Atwell Buchanan Hunt Judd

7
Evinda Cagin 

Tate Palin
Santiago Gonzalez

Bushra Jabbar
Louis Duggan-Morgan

Lashmi Rani
Rachel Asare

Marcel Latwinski

8
Summer Gayle
Zion George

Telmo Cangoma
Pinar Kartal

Rochelle Balucanag
Jasbir Singh Bhaker

Lloyd Aboagye-Kumi
Berfin Koz

9
Merlyn Raim

Lucas Wingrove
Selin Kilic

Shaun Nana-Bonsu
Filip Kurzynski

Selin Ok
Jesse Asiedu Buoh

Debora Bristot

10
Kelvin Berisha

Selen Sucu
Samori Johnson

Jada Lewis-Frame
Aren Caton Yener 

Holly Davison
Maurice Diallo

Makedah Henry-Spence

11
Owura Addai

Sade Carter-Cox  
Berry Saunders Vijay 

Singh Pannu
Samson Adeola

Deegbah Kamara
Chinyere Ikey  
Peter Onuba

 

Being a house captain 
this year has been a big 
responsibility. During 
our meetings we have 
organised Inter-house 
activities and asked if 
some Arsenal coaches 
could come to the 
Academy.

Having the Arsenal 
coaches in was lots 
of fun and we did a 
selection of exercises 
using a football. One of 
these exercises was to 
play handball. 

Competition between 
Atwell and Buchanan is 
very tight; there is only 
one point between them!  
These points are based 
on all the year groups’ 
points added together 
since the beginning of 
this year.

Pinar Kartal, Year 8

Term Atwell Buchanan Hunt Judd

AUT1 96 111 75 82

AUT2 244 230 194 249

Total 340 341 269 331



Hackney Netball Results - February 2016
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Emirates Stadium 
Tour
In January 36 Year 8 pupils visited 
the Emirates Stadium for a tour of 
the grounds and to gain insight into 
the effect psychology has on the 
performance of professional sports 
men and women. This is linked to our 
G&T, Aspiring PE programme. 

Mr Howe,
Teacher of Physical Education (PE)

Rugby Club
At Skinners’ we have a Rugby club 
that meet every Thursday to train 
as a team and develop our skills, 
techniques and communication. 
There have been lots of matches/
tournaments that all teams have 
participated in. Throughout the year, 
the PE department have selected 
captains for each year group who help 
organise teams. 

We are looking forward to watching a 
premiership rugby match at Wembley 
Stadium in April.

Zubair Jauffurally &
Mihai Mararu, Year 8 

Rugby Captains

Year 7 
Boys

Maksims Lobanovs

Year 8 
Boys

Mariangeles Espejo 
Jimenez

Year 8 
Girls

Zubair Jauffurally

 
My First Silver Medal
I am Marcel Latwinski and I received a silver medal at the 
Southern Region Final of the British Youth Championship for 
fencing on 31 January. 

I was excited when I first signed up to compete in the under 11 
tournament. It was going amazing for the first couple of matches; 
I was on a clean streak winning five of my six matches. But then 
I lost in the final to a fencer that was very skilled and far more 
experienced than me and I struggled to beat him. If I remember 
correctly the final score was 10-4 to him, and that’s the story of me 
winning my first silver medal.

None of this would have been possible without the support of my 
family and my amazing coaches.

Marcel Latwinski, Year 7

Played Won Lost Drew Points

Ye
ar

 7

Skinners’ Academy 5 4 - 1 23

Stoke Newington 3 2 1 - 12

Ye
ar

 8

City Academy 4 4 - - 20

Skinners’ Academy 5 1 3 1 13

Ye
ar

 9

Skinners’ Academy 7 6 1 - 31

Mossbourne 6 6 - - 30

Ye
ar

 1
0/

11 City Academy 4 4 - - 20

Skinners’ Academy 5 3 2 - 18
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You can find more information and keep 
up to date with news from the Academy 
all year round through our varying 
communication channels, including:
Our website:  
www.skinnersacademy.org.uk 

Twitter:  
@skinnersacademy; @skinners6thform

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/skinnersacademyhackney

LinkedIn: 
Search Skinners’ Academy

Dates for your diary
Thursday 21 April 
Year 8 GCSE Options Evening

Monday 25 - Friday 29 April 
Year 10 Work Experience

Monday 9 May -  Friday 17 June 
Year 11 GCSE Public Exams

Monday 16 May -  Friday 27 May 
Year 12 AS Public Exams

Friday 1 July 
Year 11 Prom

Tuesday 19 July 
Academy Sports Day

Wednesday 20 July 
Last day of term

Parents Corner


